
Gold Canyon is uniquely situated in the shadow of the Superstition Mountains, close to the Peralta 
foothills and acres of open space. This allows our community and visitors access to the backcountry for 
solitude, recreation, and adventure - an Arizona tradition going back hundreds of years.  Everyone using 
State and public lands needs to do their part to ensure that they remain a pristine resource that will be 
available for future generations to enjoy.   
 
Unfortunately, there has been abuse, misuse and hazardous conditions created in the Peralta Foothills 
and surrounding area.  Just .07 miles from where the pavement ends, the desert vegetation has been 
destroyed by motorized vehicles.  Over the last few years, the destruction has continued, and increased 
the size of the area until it is now over 15 acres. What was once beautiful desert is now a barren 
wasteland devoid of all vegetation and wildlife.   
 
Thankfully, there are Gold Canyon Community groups including, Superstition Area Land Trust, Pinal 
County Sherriff’s Department, Arizona State Land Department, Tread Lightly, and other concerned 
individuals working to clean up and reverse the damage.  A group called Footprints Matter to Us started 
an annual trash clean up event which resulted in 45 tons of trash collected this year!   Footprints Matter 
is an environmental trash cleanup and educational effort implemented by Soroptimist International of 
Gold Canyon. Together with the above mentioned groups and citizens, they are working to protect and 
restore this area.   
 
The two most urgent issues are to stop further destruction of specific areas and provide all users with a 
safer environment.  Arizona State Trust Land has agreed to a restoration project on the largest piece of 
destroyed land.  This will involve cleaning and leveling the area, and also re-seeding and protecting it 
while the desert is allowed to heal.  Signs will be placed around the restoration to keep all motorized 
vehicles off the area.  Because of the increase in calls concerning illegal target shooting incidents which 
have endangered both the environment and recreational users, the Pinal County Sheriff’s Department 
has scheduled patrols in the area, and has also directed personnel to watch for trash dumping, illegal 
target and indiscriminate shooting, and prohibited vehicle use.  Deputies will be issuing citations for 
these illegal activities. Also, new signs will be posted which will include user information and restrictions.  
The following information is important to allow responsible use of the area.  
 
Q:  Do I need a permit to use State land? 
A:  Yes, a recreation permit is required to camp, hike or travel any State land areas designated as open 
for recreation.   However, some areas of the State lands can be posted as closed, due to destruction of 
habitat or over use. 
  
Q: Where do I get a permit? 
A: To obtain an application for a State Land Recreational Permit, visit a State Land office, call (602) 364-
2753, or go online to www.land.state.az.us/programs/natural/ recreation_permit.htm. 
 
Q: What does my permit allow me to do on State land? 
A:  A permit allows you to use State land for the limited recreational purposes of hiking, horseback 
riding, picnics, bicycling, photography, sightseeing, and bird watching.  Camping is allowed 14 days per 
year.  Hunting is allowed with a valid hunting license during active hunting seasons.  Off-highway 
vehicle (OHV) use by any motorized vehicle is restricted to designated roads and trails. 
 
One of the largest threats to recreational use of State lands is the closure of areas due to irresponsible 
use.  Abuse which creates safety hazards can have a detrimental impact on Arizona’s natural resources.   



The following regulations apply to all off-highway motorized vehicles operated in Arizona and prohibit 
operation:  (ARS § 28-1174A-D) 

¶ With reckless disregard for the safety of persons or property.  

¶ Off of an existing road, trail or route in a manner that causes damage to wildlife habitat, riparian 
areas, cultural or natural resources, property or improvements. 

¶ On closed roads, trails, routes or areas. 

¶ Over unimproved roads, trails, routes or areas unless they are allowed by rule or regulation.  

¶ That causes damage to the environment as prohibited by rule, regulation, ordinance or code. 

¶ OHV travel is limited to roads, trails, routes or areas that are opened as indicated in rules or 
regulations by the land management agency 
 

Q:  Where can I use a motorized vehicle in the Gold Canyon area? 
A:  The Desert Wells Multi-use Area now has designated trails available for OHV travel. All OHV’s must 
be properly licensed according to MVD regulations.  Your OHV Decal allows you to cross Arizona State 
Trust Land on an existing road, trails (unless otherwise prohibited) and designated routes.  To use OHV’s 
on State Trust Lands they must be designated as OHV trails.  For maps and OVH regulations go to 
www.land.state.az.us/programs/natural/Desert%20Wells.pdf, 
www.land.state.az.us/programs/natural/OHVDecalFaqSheet.pfd 
 
Q:  What activities are not allowed on State lands under any permit? 
A:   Target shooting, paint ball games, fireworks, non-recreational or extended camping, recreational 
flying, visiting prehistoric and historic cultural or archaeological sites, metal detecting, collecting or 
removing natural products (rocks, stone, soil, fossils, mineral specimens, cacti, saguaro or cholla 
skeletons, plants (live or dead), or firewood for home use, dumping of commercial or personal trash, 
destruction of desert plants and trails.  
 
Q: What violations should I report? 
 A:  All shooting, trash dumping, destruction of desert habitat, vandalism, and motorized vehicle use or 
abuse in closed or restricted areas. 
 
Q: How do I report illegal activities on State Trust land?  
A: If a person hears shooting or knows or suspects that an illegal activity is occurring on State Trust Land, 
they should call their local law enforcement agency and report the incident. All local law enforcement 
agencies have jurisdiction to enforce State Trust Land rules, statutes and issue citations for any 
violations.  Immediate response:  Pinal County Sheriff’s Dept.  911 or 1-800-352-3796.  Illegal dumping 
hotline: Pinal County Public Works (520) 866-6400 
 
Q: What is the penalty for violating or misusing State Trust Land? 
A. Failure to obtain a valid Recreation Permit before entering, or violating the terms and conditions of 
your Recreation Permit while on State Trust Land, may result in criminal misdemeanor charges for 
trespassing.  Violations may result in fines starting at $500.00,felony charges or possible arrest.  
 
Regardless of what mode of travel you may choose, remember that we all have a responsibility to the 
environment, to others, and to ourselves. Please leave our beautiful surroundings in the same or better 
condition than you found them.  Do your part by being informed of the uses and restrictions of these 
areas, reporting violations, preserving and protecting this land.   With everyone’s help, we can make it 
happen.  
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